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A 1 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . ^ printer adapted to sense data uniquely associated with a 
consumable to be loah^d into the printer, comprising: 

(a) a trans^ver for transmitting a first electromagnetic field and 
for sensing a second electromagnetic field; 

(b) a transponder coaled to said consumable, said transponder 
adapted to receive the first electromagnetic field and generate a second 
electromagnetic field in response to the firsfe^electromagnetic field received 
thereby; and 

(c) a memory coupled to said transponder, said memory having the 
data stored therein uniquely associated with the consumable, whereby the second 
electromagnetic field carries the data stored in said memory^hile the second 
electromagnetic field is generated, the second electromagnetic ft^ld being 

,cJharactejqs,tic^^^ 



2. The printer of claim 1, wherein said transceiver transmits the 
first electromagnetic field at a predetermined first radio frequency. 

3. The printer of claim 2, wherein said transponder transmits the 
second electromagnetic field at a predetermined second radio frequency. 



^ The printer of claim 1, wherein said transponder is coupled to an 
ink consumable. 




5. The printer of claim 1, wheref 
receiver media consumable. 



is coupled to a 




i. The p rinter of claim 1 , wherein said transponder is coupled to a 
cleaning fluid consumable. 
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iej>rinter of claim 
print head consumable 



herein said transponder is coupled to a 




printer adapted to sense data uniquely associated with a 
printer consumable t<5^e loaded into the printer, comprising: 

(a) a transceiver for transmitting a first electromagnetic field and 
for sensing a second electroma^gtic field; 

(b) a first transpondelSncluding a first memory coupled to a first 
consumable; and 

(c) a second transponder inclucftqg a second memory coupled to a 
second consumable, each of said first and second memories having data stored 
therein indicative of type of consumable, so that a selecfed one of either of said 
transponders is capable of receiving the first electromagnetic^field and generating 
a second electromagnetic field in response to the first electromagh^tic field 
received thereby, the second electromagnetic field being sensed by safoUransceiver 
and characteristic of the data stored in said memory, the data being associated with 

-said_selected_transppnder i generating the second electromagnetic field. \ 



9. The printer of claim 8, wherein said first memory is coupled to a 
first consumable that is a receiver media consumable and wherein said second 
memory is coupled to a second consumable that is an ink consumable. 



10. The printer of claim 8, wherein said first memory is coupled to 
a first consumable that is a printhead consumable and wherein said second 
memory is coupled to a second consumable that is an ink consumable. 



1 1 . The printer of claim 8, wherein said first memory is coupled to 
a first consumable that is an ink consumable and wherein said second memory is 
coupled to a second consumable that is a cleaning fluid consumable. 
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12. The printer of claim 8, wherein said first memory is coupled to 
a first consumable that is a print head consumable and wherein said second 
memory is coupled to a second consumable that is a cleaning fluid consumable. 



13. The printer of claim 8, further comprising a third transponder 
including a third memory coupled to a third consumable, said third memory 
having data stored therein indicative of type of consumable. 



14. The printer of claim 13, wherein said first memory is coupled 
to a first consumable that is a receiver media consumable, wherein said second 
memory is coupled to a second consumable that is a print head consumable and 
wherein said third memory is coupled to a third consumable that is a cleaning fluid 
consumable. 



15. The printer of claim 13, wherein said first memory is coupled 
to a first consumable that is a printhead consumable, wherein said second memory 
is coupled to a second consumable that is an ink consumable and wherein said 
third memory is coupled to a third consumable that is a cleaning fluid consumable. 



16. The printer of claim 13, wherein the first memory is coupled to 
a first consumable that is a printhead consumable, wherein the second memory is 
coupled to a second consumable that is an ink consumable and wherein the third 
memory is coupled to a third consumable that is a receiver media consumable. 



LZ^The printer of claim 8, further comprising a fourth transponder 
including a fourth memory coupIea"TO^-feuit]^^ said fourth memory 

having data stored therein indicative of type of consumable. 



18. The printer of claim 17, wherein said first memory is coupled 
to a first consumable that is a printhead consumable, wherein said second memory 
is coupled to a second consumable that is an ink consumable, wherein said third 
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memory is coupled to a third consumable that is a receiver media consumable and 
wherein said fourth memory is coupled to a fourth consumable that is a cleaning 
fluid consumable. 

19. X method adapted to sense data uniquely associated with a 
consumable to be loaded therein into a printer, comprising the steps of: 

(a) providmg a transceiver for transmitting a first electromagnetic 
field and for sensing a secona\electromagnetic field; 

(b) coupling a transponder to the consumable, the transponder 
adapted to receive the first electromagnetic field and generate a second 
electromagnetic field in response to the^irst electromagnetic field received 
thereby; and 

(c) coupling a memory to thelteinsponder, the memory having the 
data stored therein uniquely associated with the^onsumable, whereby the second 
electromagnetic field carries the data stored in the memory while the second 
electromagnetic field is generated, the second electromagnetic field being 
characteristic of the data stored in the memory. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein step of providing a 
transceiver comprises the step of providing a transceiver that transmits the first 
electromagnetic field at a predetermined first radip frequency. 

U^The method of claim 20, wherein the step of coupling a 
transponder to the consumable^Dmpfisesjhe step of coupling a transponder that 
transmits the second electromagnetic field at a predeterfrrmed^econd radio 
frequency. 




ZZr^Hie method of claim i9, wherein the step of coupling a 
transponder to the consumabl^comjmses^n^ step of coupling a transponder to an 
ink consumable. 
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23. The method of claim 19, wherein the step of coupling a 
transponder to the^sQnsumable comprises the step of coupling a transponder to a 
receiver media consumat 

24. The method of clabn 19, wherein the step of coupling a 
transponder to the consumable comprises tnfe^tep (^coupling a transponder to a 
cleaning fluid consumable. 

25. The method of claim 19, wherein the step ohB^pling a 
transponder to the consumable comprises the step of coupling a transpbn^er to a 
print head consumable. 



26. 2^ method adapted to sense data uniquely associated with a 
printer consumable to a^Joaded into a printer, comprising the steps of: 

(a) providin^a transceiver for transmitting a first electromagnetic 
field and for sensing a second electromagnetic field; 

(b) providing a firsrt^ansponder including a first memory coupled 
to a first consumable; and 

(c) providing a second transponder including a second memory 

coupled to a second consumable, each of the flist and second memories having 

data stored therein indicative of type of consumable, so that a selected one of 

X 

either of the transponders is capable of receiving the fh*st electromagnetic field and 
generating a second electromagnetic field in response to the first electromagnetic 
field received thereby, the second electromagnetic field bein^ensed by the 
transceiver and characteristic of the data stored in the memory, tnte data being 
associated with the selected transponder generating the second electromagnetic 
field, , A 



27. The method of claim 26, wherein the step of providing a first 
transponder comprises the step of providing a first transponder including a first 
memory coupled to a first consumable that is a receiver media consumable and 
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wherein the step of providing a second transponder comprises the step of 
providing a second transponder including a second memory coupled to a second 
consumable that is an ink consumable. 

28. The method of claim 26, wherein the step of providing a first 
transponder comprises the step of providing a first transponder including a first 
memory coupled to a first consumable that is a printhead consumable and wherein 
the step of providing a second transponder comprises the step of providing a 
second transponder including a second memory coupled to a second consumable 
that is an ink consumable. 

29. The method of claim 26, wherein the step of providing a first 
transponder comprises the step of providing a first transponder including a first 
memory coupled to a first consumable that is an ink consumable and wherein the 
step of providing a second transponder comprises the step of providing a second 
transponder including a second memory coupled to a second consumable that is 
cleaning fluid consumable. 

30. The method of claim 26, wherein the step of providing a first 
transponder comprises the step of providing a first transponder including a first 
memory coupled to a first consumable that is a print head consumable and wherein 
the step of providing a second transponder comprises the step of providing a 
second transponder including a second memory coupled to a second consumable 
that is a cleaning fluid consumable. 

3 1 . The method of claim 26, further comprising the step of 
coupling a third transponder including a third memory coupled to a third 
consumable, the third memory having data stored therein indicative of type of 
consumable. 




-28- 



32. The method of claim 31, wherein the step of providing a first 
transponder comprises the step of providing a first transponder including a first 
memory coupled to a first consumable that is a receiver media consumable, 
wherein the step of providing a second transponder comprises the step of 
providing a second transponder including a second memory coupled to a second 
consumable that is a print head consumable and wherein the step of providing a 
third transponder comprises the step of providing a third transponder including a 
third memory coupled to a third consumable that is a cleaning fluid consumable. 



33. The method of claim 31, wherein the step of providing a first 
transponder comprises the step of providing a first transponder including a first 
memory coupled to a first consumable that is a printhead consumable, wherein the 
step of providing a second transponder comprises the step of providing a second 
transponder including a second memory coupled to a second consumable that is an 
ink consumable and wherein the step of providing a third transponder comprises 
the step of providing a third transponder including a third memory coupled to a 
third consumable that is a cleaning fluid consumable. 



34. The method of claim 31, wherein the step of providing a first 
transponder comprises the step of providing a first transponder including a first 
memory coupled to a first consumable that is a printhead consumable, wherein the 
step of providing a second transponder comprises the step of providing a second 
transponder including a second memory coupled to a second consumable that is an 
ink consumable and wherein the step of providing a third transponder comprises 
the step of providing a third transponder including a third memory coupled to a 
third consumable that is a receiver media consumable. 




35. The method of claim 26, further comprising the step of 
providing a fourth-teaosgonder including a fourth memory coupled to a fourth 
consumable, the fourth memoryhavttig-4at^stored therein indicative of type of 
consumable. 
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36. method of claim 35, wherein the step of providing a first 
transponder comprises tKb^step of providing a first transponder including a first 
memory coupled to a first con^mable that is a printhead consumable, wherein the 
step of providing a second transponder comprises the step of providing a second 
transponder including a second memory^s^pled to a second consumable that is an 
ink consumable, wherein the step of providing^ third transponder comprises the 
step of providing a third transponder including a mfsd memory coupled to a third 
consumable that is a receiver media consumable and wnfercin the step of providing 
a fourth transponder comprises the step of providing a fourtlrWnsumable 
including a fourth memory coupled to a fourth consumable that i^^leaning fluid 
consumable. 



